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WE WANT BETTER BUSES!

e Take back control with franchising as a first step.

e Bring buses back into public ownership.
e Proper long term funding.

e A high quality system run for the people not for
profit.

e Give the public a real voice.

We need a reliable, affordable, integrated network to travel
to work, shop, keep appointments and socialise. But nearly 40
years of privatisation have left us with an overpriced, infrequent
and unreliable service.

Buses are now less frequent, late or non-existent, fares
have gone up and passenger numbers have plummeted.
Government funding cuts make the situation even worse.

Lack of good, reliable public transport has many

negative results:

e The 26% of us without access to a car can't lead normal,
predictable lives.

e Social isolation for many, particularly in rural areas.

e (Car congestion clogs up our roads.

e Air pollution damages human health, especially chldren's.

e Road collisions on our roads cause death and injuries.

e Carbon gases make the climate crisis worse.

Contact uson email: betterbusesnational@gmail.com
Website: https://betterbusescampaign.uk
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What do we need to end the bus crisis?

e Franchising (public control) is the first step. This gives the
transport authority control over routes, timetables and fares, and
enables them to cross-subsidise routes — with more profitable sections
of the network being used to prop up less used but necessary routes.
Under public control there can be a fully integrated transport system.

e Increased government funding based on each region’s needs.
Regions should receive funding as a right, not because central
government thinks it is to their political advantage to support some
regions and not others.

e Improved pay and conditions for bus drivers and others working
in the bus sector. This will create good green jobs as we transition to a
green economy, and ensure a full service is operated at all times.

e Passenger voice, the needs of communities, having a role in
decision making.

e We say franchising must be just the first step to a
completely publicly owned system run for the people not for profit. All
the money spent on the service would then go directly into the net-
work not into shareholder’s pockets!
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How our campaign is challenging the crisis

The Better Buses network is a broad-based group which brings
together bus campaigners, community groups, trade union
activists, political organisations and climate campaigns from around
the UK.

Our network enables people from across the UK to share
experiences and develop ideas for actions to win the bus services
we need.

We hold regular Zoom meetings. Our website

(https://betterbusescampaign.uk) includes useful resources,
reports of activities, and contact details for local groups.
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